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Rod Kirkpatrick Collection 
 
Size 8 boxes 
 
Contents Research material for publications, typescripts, correspondence. 
 
Date range 1970s - 2010 
 
Biography Rod Kirkpatrick (1943 - ) is a journalist and historian of journalism. His 

publications include Sworn to no master : a history of the provincial press in 
Queensland to 1930 (1984), The life and times of Thadeus O'Kane (2003) and 
Purposely parochial : 100 years of the Country Press in Queensland (2008). 

 
Notes Unrestricted access 
 

Box 1 

Research on Provincial Newspapers [QLD] Ltd (PNQ) 
Folder  1 
Transparencies on the Dunn and Fairfax family, Dunn newspapers, Queensland newspaper 
closures, comparisons of Maryborough Chronicle, Morning Bulletin [Rockhampton] and 
Toowoomba Chronicle  and Chronology  Provincial  Newspapers Qld [PNQ] 1961 – 1988 
 
Folder  2 
Provincial Newspapers [QLD] Ltd.  [PNQ] 1968 – 1980. Newspaper cuttings. Research papers. 
 
Folder  3 
Provincial Newspapers [QLD] Ltd 1980s. Newspaper cuttings. Research papers. 
 
Folder  4 
Typed and hand written notes and newspaper cuttings re interviews of PNQ chiefs in the 1990s 
 
Folder  5 
Typed interview, notes, biography and newspaper cuttings re Keith Henry McDonald, Director, 
Queensland Newspapers in the early 1990s 
 
Folder  6 
Typed interview with Robert Paul Hollingworth, final Chief Executive  of PNQ, correspondence, 
notes, and newspaper cutting re Hollingworth writ against Australian Provincial Papers [formerly 
Provincial Newspapers QLD],  and curriculum vitae from the late 1980s- 1992 
 

Research on Thadeus O’Kane 
Folder  7 
Chronology, biography, libel information, periodical articles and newspaper cuttings  on Thadeus 
O’Kane, editor  and Proprietor, Northern Miner,  Charters Towers, 1873-1889 
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Folder  8 
Biographical information on Thadeus O’Kane, 1820-1890 – Thadey the man, includes 
correspondence with Stephen O’Kane, newspaper cuttings, handwritten and typed notes,  
 
Folder  9 
Thadeus O’Kane – Death, Will, Obituaries 
 
Folder  10 
Thadeus O’Kane & Lord Palmerston 
 

Box 2 

Folder  1 
Typescripts chapters on Thadeus O’Kane. 2. as a journalist. 3. causes he fought for. 4. libels and 
gagging, 5. The Northern Miner. 6. community involvement 
 
Folder  2 
Correspondence with academics and librarians relating to sources on O’Kane. 
 
Folder  3 
Correspondence with Don Johnson, relatingt to Kirkpatrick completing Don Johnson’s biography 
on Thadeus O’Kane 
 
Folder  4 
“So that’s how The Miner was born”, articles by Rod Kirkpatrick, 1985 
 
Folder 5 

Photocopies of Supreme Court of Queensland files relating to damages for Libel: Tom Buckland v 
Thadeus O’Kane, 1882-1883. 
 
Folder  6 
Charters Towers – History of town and district, includes newspaper cuttings, book chapter, leaflets, 
brochure, postcards, typed and hand written notes 
 
Folder  7 
Charters Towers History, Daisy Bates , Thadeus O’Kane  etc., includes journal articles, book 
chapters, photocopy of suicide notes   to John  [?] and Thadeus O’Kane from Arnold Colquhoun, 
newspaper cuttings, handwritten and typed notes, lecture notes on North Queensland history, 
Menghetti, Diane, Charters Towers, photocopy of Thesis, 1984, pp 137-173, Charters Towers,  
 
Folder  8 
John Gregory O’Kane and Thady opponents, includes biographical and chronological information 
on the O’Kane family, marriage certificates, correspondence, emails, newspaper cuttings, typed 
and hand written notes, book chapters, newspaper cuttings on Daisy Bates  
 
Folder  9 
Opponents of Thadeus O’Kane, includes typed and hand written notes and newspaper cuttings 
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Box 3 

Folder  1 
The Northern Advocate (Millchester), Began 19 July 1873. Ceased 26 May 1877, includes typed 
and hand written notes and newspaper cuttings 
 
Folder 2 
Towers Herald (Charters Towers) Began  2 Jun 1877, (from Aug 1882, The Charters Towers 
Herald). Incorporated in Charters Towers Mining Standard from 18 Nov 1899 [Oxley Library MR 
154] includes typed and hand written notes, correspondence and newspaper cuttings re Towers 
Herald, newspaper cuttings on Towers Jockey Club and Thadeus, typed and hand written notes on 
Robert Russell, T.O’Kane,  The Committee of Management for the Hospital, John Murtagh 
Macrossan, criticisms of O’kane and E.Manhattan 
 
Folder  3 
The Eagle/The New Eagle (Charters Towers). The Eagle began 18 Feb 1893. Ceased  16 Sep 
1899. The New Eagle began 23 Sep 1899. Includes newspaper cuttings, typed and hand written 
notes and book chapters 
 
Folder  4 
Australian Republican includes typed and hand written  notes, photocopies from book,newspaper 
and journal cuttings on and from Australian Republican, the Sedition Trials of F C B Vosper, 
Patrick Shannon, and Andrew Dawson,  Qld and world’s first Labour  Premier 
 

Research on Blackall and Barcaldine newspapers 

Folder 5 

Blackall: copies of newspaper articles, biographical information, The Barcoo Independent, 24 Oct 
2003, 11 Jun 2004, correspondence, 1983 to 2007 

 

Folder 6 

Western Champion, 1879-89, began 21 Jun 1879, ceased 13 Feb 1937: articles written by Rod 
Kirkpatrick, poem The Western Rag, copies of newspaper articles, biographical information 

 

Folder 7 

Western Champion, 1890-94: copies of newspaper articles and written notes 

 

Folder 8 

Western Champion: copies of newspaper articles, correspondence, 2001 

 

Folder 9 

Barcaldine biographies including obituaries: correspondence, biographical information, 1870 to 
2007                                       
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Box 4 

Research on the Dunn Family, PNQ takeover and APN 

Folder 1 

Andrew Dunn I – [1]: Marriage, birth and death certificates, extracts from registers, chronological 
family history, copies of newspaper cuttings 

 

Folder 2 

Andrew Dunn I – [2]: Historical family information, newspaper cuttings, correspondence 

 

Folder 3 

Wives of Andrew Dunn I: Information on each of his three wives 

 

Folder 4 

Andrew Dunn II: Correspondence, newspaper cuttings, copies of newspaper articles and 
biographical information, 1992 to 1994 

 

Folder 5 

JM Dunn: Biographical notes, correspondence, obituary and written notes 

 

Folder 6 

WHA Dunn: Biographical notes, obituaries, correspondence, copies of marriage certificates and 
copies of newspaper articles 

  

Folder 7 

Hugh Hector Harold Dunn: Obituary, biographical notes and correspondence, 1994 

 

Folder 8 

Flora Margaret Dunn: Correspondence, copies of newspaper articles, biographical information, 
copy of death certificate, [copies 1942 to 1983] 

 

Folder 9 

Ruth A Anderson: Correspondence, copies of newspaper articles and written notes, [copies 1932 
to 1992] 

 

Folder 10 

Alexander Gordon Dunn: Copies of newspaper articles, correspondence, biographical information,  
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Folder 11 

Jessie B Kirk: 2 copy print photographs of Ann Dunn 1854-1934 [mother of Andrew] and grandson 
Lorne, 1889/1890, copies of newspaper articles, correspondence and biographical information, 
1993 to 1995 

 

Folder 12 

Dunn houses, homes: Newspaper cuttings, copies of deeds of title and biographical information 

 

Folder 13 

RHSQ 1984, Rod Kirkpatrick oral paper on PNQ history as presented 23 Aug 1984 

 

Folder 14 

The Dunn Family: Biographical information cards 

 

Item 1 

CD Dunn family materials scanned by Frances Paterson Dec 2005-Jan 2006 

 

Box 5 

Folder 1 

Portrait photographs of Dunn and Cran family members. 

 

Folder 2 

Barbara Reye/Audrey Dunn: correspondence and Special souvenir edition 140 years Maryborough 
Chronicle, 2001 

 

Folder 3 

Len Cran [morning bulletin]: biographical information, copies of newspaper articles, copies of birth, 
death and marriage certificates, written notes, photographs and  obituaries,  1992 

 

Folder 4 

Greenock, including correspondence with greenockians: photographs, biographical information, 
excerpts from parish register, copies of newspaper articles, blurb, postcard, 1993 to 1994 

 

Folder 5 

Dunn family and newspaper policy: financial report, correspondence, newspaper cuttings, written 
notes, mission statement, policies and share information, [copies of material created 1943 to 1958] 
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Folder 6 

A Dunn & Co written notes, correspondence and Memorandum and articles of association of 
A.Dunn & Company Pty. Limited, 1957-1961 

 

Folder 7 

Lex Dunn: Rod Kirkpatrick interviews, correspondence with LS Dunn, 1977 to 1998 

 

Folder 8 

Clarrie Manning,   Correspondence, copy of newspaper article and biographical information, 1978 
to 2000 

 

Folder 9 

The Globe case/the Globe printery: The Globe printery and the Dunns and McGowns, the court 
action, copy of newspaper cutting and written notes, [copies 1934 to 1945] 

 

Box 6 

Folder 1 

Before APN, 1989: copies of newspaper articles, 1987 

 

Folder 2 

APN emerges: Transcript of Four corners interview, copies of newspaper cuttings, press releases, 
statements, correspondence, newspaper cuttings, speech notes and share offer documents, 1988 
to 1992 

 

Folder 3 

APN – 1988: copies of newspaper articles, 1988 

 

Folder 4 

APN – 1989: copies of newspaper articles, newspaper cutting, correspondence and APN News 
Print, May 1989 

 

Folder 5 

APN – 1990: copies of articles, written notes and APN News Print, Nov 1990 

 

Folder 6 

APN – 1991: copies of newspaper articles, newspaper cuttings, correspondence, written notes and 
biographical information, 1991 
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Folder 7 

APN – 1992: copies of newspaper articles and newspaper cuttings, 1992 

 

Folder 8 

APN – 1993: copies of newspaper articles and newspaper cuttings, 1993 

 

Folder 9 

APN – 1994: copies of newspaper articles, newspaper cuttings and written notes, 1994 

 

Folder 10       

APN – 1995: copies of newspaper articles and newspaper cuttings, 1995 

 

Folder 11      

APN:  APN Insider, 1 Jul 1996, copies of newspaper articles and newspaper cuttings, 1996 to 
2000 

 

Folder 12     

APN: annual report 2006-2007, copies of articles and newspaper cuttings, 2001 to 2005   

 

Folder 13             

APN: copies of articles and newspaper cuttings, 2006 to 2010 

 

Folder 14    

Tony O’Reilly and family, AJF O’Reilly born 7 May 1936: copies of articles and newspaper 
cuttings, The Australian magazine, 14-15 Dec 1996, 1988 to 2002                                                                                                                             

 

Box 7 

Typed manuscript of Sworn to no master, including also correspondence, and reviews 
 

Box 8 

Card indexes to special issues of provincial newspapers collected by Rod Kirkpatrick, filed by 
geographic location. 
 


