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Rita Ward Collection 
 
Size 4 boxes, 1 parcel 
 
Contents Correspondence, photographs, ephemera, scrapbooks, newspaper cuttings, 

cassette tapes, publications 
 
Date range 1977 to 2014 
 
Biography Rita Ward was the Australian contact for Shanti Nilaya (Australia) later known 

as the Elisabeth Kubler-Ross Association (Australia). 
 
Notes Unrestricted access 
 
 

Box 1 
Folder 1 
Inventory of material and background information 
 
Folder 2 
Correspondence between Rita Ward and Elisabeth Kubler-Ross, 1977 to 1979 
 
Folder 3 
Correspondence between Rita Ward and Elisabeth Kubler-Ross, 1980 
 
Folder 4 
Correspondence between Rita Ward and Elisabeth Kubler-Ross, 1981 
 
Folder 5 
Correspondence between Rita Ward and Elisabeth Kubler-Ross, 1982 
Conference Schedule, 1982 to 1983 
 
Folder 6 
Correspondence between Rita Ward and Elisabeth Kubler-Ross, 1983 
 
Folder 7 
Correspondence between Rita Ward and Elisabeth Kubler-Ross, 1984 
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Folder 8 
Correspondence between Rita Ward and Elisabeth Kubler-Ross, 1985 
Schedule calendar, 1985 
 
Folder 9 
Correspondence between Rita Ward and Elisabeth Kubler-Ross, 1986 
Postcards, 1985 onwards 
Greetings Cards 
 
Folder 10 
‘Letter to Dougy’, May 1978 
Newspaper cuttings and correspondence relating to Doug Turno, 1981 to 1982 
Correspondence, nd 
‘A letter to a child with cancer from Elisabeth Kubler - Ross’ (pamphlet) 
 
Folder 11 
Correspondence 1979-1982 
Newspaper cutting 
 
Folder 12 
Australian lecture tour brochures 
Stationery 
Shanti Nilaya songbook 
Songs, 1984 Workshop Bowra 
 
Folder 13 
Scrapbook (items removed from acidic folder for archival purposes) 
 
Folder 14 
7 photos in envelope marked ‘EKR Photos Australia with son Ken and Rita Ward 1981’ 
6 photos in envelope marked ‘EKR Australia (1982 or 1983)’ 
7 photos in envelope marked ‘EKR Australia Magnetic Island Townsville 1981’ 
Photo album 
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Folder 15 
Newspaper cuttings about Elisabeth Kubler-Ross 
 
Folder 16 
Scrapbook entitled ‘Elisabeth’s funeral service 3rd 4th 5th September 2004 Scottsdale Arizona’ 
includes program of funeral service, obituary notices and cuttings, eulogy by Rita Ward and 
correspondence and proofs sent to Rita regarding book entitled ‘Tea with Elisabeth’.  
 
Folder 17 
Ephemera relating to the films ‘Nothing Final’ and ‘We’re almost home now’.  
 

Box 2 
Folder 1 
Workshop itinerary 1981, 1984 
Workshop register 1979, 1982, 1984, 1985 
Papers relating to workshops 1979, 1981, 1982, 1985, 1986, 1987 
Newspaper cuttings 
 
Folder 2 
Calendars 1981, 1982, 1984 
Financial Statements 1985 
Shanti Nilaya pamphlets  
Workshop pamphlets 
 
Folder 3 
Memorandum of Association  
Material relating to AGM, 1983 to 1986 
Lecture tour expenses 1981, 1984, 1985 
Media releases  
 
Folder 4 
Correspondence to Rita Ward as contact for Shanti Nilaya (Aust.), 1979 to 1980 
 
Folder 5 
Correspondence to Rita Ward as contact for Shanti Nilaya (Aust.), 1981 
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Folder 6 
Correspondence to Rita Ward as contact for Shanti Nilaya (Aust.), 1982 
 
Folder 7 
Correspondence to Rita Ward as contact for Shanti Nilaya (Aust.), 1983 
 
Folder 8 
Correspondence to Rita Ward as contact for Shanti Nilaya (Aust.), 1984 to 1986 
 
Folder 9 
Correspondence to Rita Ward as contact for Shanti Nilaya (Aust.), 1990-2014 
Correspondence to Rita Ward as contact for Shanti Nilaya (Aust.), nd 
Pamphlets 
 

Box 3 
Audiocassettes 
Kubler-Ross, Elisabeth (1984) Town hall lecture 1984, Tape 1 and Tape 2 
Kubler-Ross, Elisabeth (1982) Centre for Healing Arts, May 14 1982 
Kubler-Ross, Elisabeth (n.d.) Santa Barbara Lecture 1981. 
 
Publications, all inscribed 
Edwards, Deanna (1997) Wanted -- one family, Draper, UT : Gentle Breeze 
Gill, Derek (1980) Quest : the life of Elisabeth Kubler-Ross, New York: Harper & Row  
Kubler-Ross, Elisabeth (1978) To live until we say good-bye, Englewood Cliffs NJ: Prentice Hall. 
Kubler-Ross, Elisabeth (1981) Living with death and dying, New York: Macmillan  
Kubler-Ross, Elisabeth (1982) Working it through, New York: Macmillan [2 copies] 
Kubler-Ross, Elisabeth (1987) Aids : the ultimate challenge, New York: Macmillan 
Kubler-Ross, Elisabeth (1997) The wheel of life: a memoir of living and praying, New York: 
Scribner  
Melton, George R. (1988) Beyond aids : a journey into healing, Beverly Hills, CA : Brotherhood 
Press 
The quiet mind, (1972) Liss : White Eagle Publishing Trust 
Zambucka, Kristin (1978) Ano Ano : the Seed, Honolulu : Mana Publishing. 
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Box 4 
Folder 1 
Copies of newspaper and newspaper articles about Elisabeth Kubler-Ross and her books and 
ideas, publicity ephemera for The Elisabeth Kubler-Ross Center seminars and workshops, 
invitations to events, correspondence between Rita Ward, Elisabeth Kubler-Ross and The 
Elisabeth Kubler-Ross Center in the United States, and letters and greeting cards to Rita Ward 
from other correspondents, 1983-1998 
 
Folder 2 
Notebook containing rough minutes and contact lists for Shanti Nilaya Australia (SNA) 1983-1986; 
a copy of the Articles of Association for Shanti Nilaya Australia Limited; Coordinator’s Report for 
the First Annual General Meeting of SNA, 9 Dec 1983; correspondence between Rita Ward and 
Elisabeth Kubler-Ross, 1994-1995  
 
Folder 3 
Correspondence between Rita Ward and Elisabeth Kubler-Ross (or her personal secretary), 1987-
1993; other correspondence relating to the activities of The Elisabeth Kubler-Ross Centre in 
Australia, 1986-1995; newsletter of The Elisabeth Kubler-Ross Centre in Australia (No 35, May 
1989)   
 
Folder 4 
Minutes of The Elisabeth Kubler-Ross Association (Australia) Ltd, 1986-1987; publicity and 
registration ephemera for workshops offered by The Elisabeth Kubler-Ross Association (Australia) 
Ltd, 1987-1988; list of participants for the ‘Life, Death and Transition Workshop’, 26-30 Jan 1987; 
guidelines for the management of Elisabeth Kubler-Ross’s speaking tours in Australia, ca 1987, 
handwritten page of notes, nd 

 
Folder 5 
Correspondence between Rita Ward and Frances Luethy and Ester Fuchs, 1988-1991 
 
Folder 6 
Itineraries for tours by Elisabeth Kubler-Ross; rosters and contact lists for ‘Life, Death and 
Transition’ workshops in Australia in 1979, 1980, 1982 and 1984; transcript of an edited interview 
with Elisabeth Kubler-Ross titled ‘On Death and Dying’, with narration written by Philip J. Scharper, 
nd; copies of magazine articles; curriculum vitae for Elisabeth Kubler-Ross, 1980; correspondence 
with Eva Bacher, Cheryl Pierce and others, 1981-1999  
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Parcel 1 
Material relating to Gregg Furth’s ‘Interpretation of Drawings’ Workshop 
 
Folder 1 
Scrapbook of newspaper cuttings, papers relating to workshop  
 

Select Bibliography of material relating to Kubler-Ross 
Journal articles and magazines 
Australian Family Physician, April 1983 [special issue on ‘Living and dying’] 
Bennetts, Leslie (1997) ‘Elisabeth Kubler-Ross’s Final Passage’, Vanity Fair, No 442, pp42-51 
Black, D (1980) ‘Mind power and medicine’ Playboy, May 1980, pp97-102 
Cameron, Bob (1981) “Life after death … is there growing evidence”, New Idea, Sep 19 1981 
pp28-31 
Clark, Matt et al (1981) ‘Cancer – a progress report’, Newsweek (International Edition), Nov 2 1981 
pp38-44 
Clark, Matt et al (1981) ‘When doctors play God’, Newsweek (International Edition), Aug 31 1981, 
pp40-45 
‘The conversion of Kubler-Ross’, Time, Nov 12 1979, p57 
Creative Living : the Ankh Foundation Newsletter  (Rainworth, Qld), Vol 1 No 4, Vol 2 No 1 Jan 
1983 
KK, (1998) ‘Someone worth listening to…’, New woman, July 1998, p25 
Phelan, Tom (1983) ‘Matters of life and death’, 24 hours ABC Vol 7 No 3, p13 
Phillips, Christopher (1991) ‘To be whole again’, Parade, Aug 11 1991, pp10-12 
Robertson, Heather (1998) ‘Dead wrong’, Elm Street, Sep 1998, pp71-76 
Seligson, Marcia (1981) ‘Playboy interview: Elisabeth Kubler-Ross’, Playboy, Vol 28 No 5, pp69-
106 
Stevens, Mark (1971) ‘Living with dying’, Newsweek (International Edition), May 1 1978, p40-46 
Stewart, Cameron, (1997) ‘The long goodbye’, The Australian magazine, Oct 11-12 1997, pp12-19 
Stone, Pat (1983) ‘Plowboy interview: Elisabeth Kubler-Ross on living, dying… and beyond’, The 
Mother Earth news, [no. 81], May/June 1983, pp16-22 
Trenoweth, Samantha, (1986) ‘Dr Elisabeth Kubler-Ross’, Nature & Health, Vol 7 No 4, pp93-95 
Trenoweth, Samantha, (1987) ‘The healing power of breath’, Nature & Health, Vol 6 No 4 pp30-32 
Trenoweth, Samantha, ‘Choose love’, Simply Living, Vol 5 No 3, pp50-53 
Trenoweth, Samantha, ‘The quest for wholeness’, Simply Living, Vol 2 No 7, pp 30-33 
Wallis, Claudia (1984) ‘Unlocking pain’s secrets’, Time, Jun 11 1984, pp42-49 
‘Unsung heros… Elisabeth Kubler-Ross’ (1999) [part of ‘Time 100 special issue scientists and 
thinkers of the 20th century’], Time, Mar 29 1999, p136 
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Books 
Stewart Welch, Fern (exec. Ed.) (2009)  Tea with Elisabeth: tributes to hospice pioneer Dr. 
Elisabeth Kubler-Ross, Florida: Quality of Life Publishing 
Kubler-Ross, Elisabeth (1982) Remember the secret, Millbrae, CA: Celestial Arts. 
Carlson, Richard & Shield, Benjamin (Ed.) (1989) Healers on healing, Los Angeles: Jeremy P 
Tarcher Inc. 
King, Laurel (1989) Women of power, Berkely CA: CelestialArts 
Kubler-Ross, Elisabeth (2000) Life lessons: two experts on death and dying teach us about the 
mysteries of life and living New York: Scribner 
Burdman, Geri Marr (1991) Joyful aging, Mercer Island WA: Gerimar Publications 
Kubler-Ross, Elisabeth (1991) On life after death, Berkeley CA: Celestial Arts 
Kubler-Ross, Elisabeth (1985) Death is of vital importance: on life, death and life after death, New 
York: Station Hill Press  
Kubler-Ross, Elisabeth (1999) The tunnel and the light, New York: Marlowe & Company  
Kubler-Ross, Elisabeth & Kessler, David (2005) On grief and grieving: finding the meaning of grief 
through the five stages of loss, London: Simon & Schuster  
 
Audiovisual material 
Elisabeth Kubler-Ross : her ideas and beliefs : an hour long interview with Tony Adams, June 
1987, (1987), London : Shanti Nilaya UK. 
Grafton & District Graduate Nurses Association Annual Seminar 1983 : A time to live - a time to 
die, Seven Hills, NSW : Outstretched Hand Foundation. 
The healing in our times, Northbridge, NSW: Elizabeth Kubler-Ross Assoc. Australia 
Kubler-Ross, Elisabeth (n.d.) Life, death and life after death 
Kubler-Ross, Elisabeth (n.d.) Elisabeth Kubler-Ross talks to high school students 
Kubler-Ross, Elisabeth (1982) Sydney Lecture 1982, Northbridge, NSW : Shanti Nilaya Australia 
Kubler-Ross, Elisabeth (1989) Aids, life & love : a conversation with Elisabeth Kubler-Ross, 
Headwaters VA : Elisabeth Kubler Ross 
Lessons from the dying patient (1973), S.l.: Elisabeth Kubler Ross 
Melton, George, Garcia, Wil, Fisher, Sally, Kubler-Ross, Elisabeth (1990) Aids : meeting the 
challenge (a benefit lecture for the Sananda Foundation, Recorded live Sep 15 1989), Brotherhood 
Press & Share on the Road. 
Memorial tribute to Elisabeth Kubler- Ross, Part 1 Phoenix, AZ: K-Video, 2004 
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