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UQFL531 
Buddies Refugee Support Group Collection 
 
Size 8 boxes, 1 parcel 
 
Contents Correspondence, documents, photographs, videos, display and protest 

material, publications 
 
Date range 2002 to 2009 
 
Biography The Buddies Refugee Support Group (BRSG), is a Buderim, Queensland 

group formed in 2002. BRSG support asylum seekers with community 
gatherings, ‘Big Day Out’ picnics, home hosting for clients and staff of refugee 
support organisations, correspondence, advocacy and public outreach and 
information displays. BRSG supported asylum seekers from countries 
including Afghanistan, Iran, Iraq and Burundi and detainees in Nauru, Port 
Hedland, Villawood and Baxter Detention Centres. 

 
Notes Open access 
 
 

Box 1 
Folder 1 
Material relating to the BRSG organisation: its goals, activities, policies, fund raising, general 
meetings and membership.  Includes email and other correspondence, c2002 
 
Folder 2 
Material relating to the BRSG organisation: its goals, activities, policies, fund raising, general 
meetings and membership.  Includes email and other correspondence and some original asylum 
seeker correspondence, c2002 
  
Folder 3  
Buddies meeting notes Jan 2004 to Feb 2008 
 
Folder 4 
General information, meeting minutes and other material relating to the Buddies refugee support 
group c2002-2007 
 
Folder 5 
General information, meeting minutes and other material relating to the Buddies refugee support 
group c2002-2007 
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Box 2 
Folder 1 
Information collected from various sources concerning asylum seekers and related issues. 
Includes website printouts, pamphlets and other ephemera, c2002- 
 
Folder 2 
Information collected from various sources concerning asylum seekers and related issues. 
Includes website printouts, pamphlets and other ephemera, c2002- 
 
Folder 3 
Collected correspondence between BRSG member Peter Friis and various asylum seekers, 
politicians and others, c 2002–2006 
 
Folder 4 
Collected correspondence between BRSG member Peter Friis and various asylum seekers, 
politicians and others, c2002-2003 
 

Box 3 
Letter and information folders compiled by BRSG. Letters from refugees have been copied and 
laminated for information and display purposes. Names of individual refugees have, in most cases, 
been censored by BRSG. 
 
Folder 1: Purple folder 
‘Myths & facts sheets’ 
 
Folder 2 
‘Behind the wire’ by David Leser, The Australian Women’s Weekly, July 2002 pp. 42-48, 244-245 
 
Folder 3 
‘Behind the wire’ by David Leser, The Australian Women’s Weekly, July 2002 pp. 42-48, 244-245 
Letter to D Childs & M Pascoe from Peter Slipper MP, 18 Aug 2003 
 
Folder 4 
‘Behind the wire’ by David Leser, The Australian Women’s Weekly, July 2002 pp. 42-48, 244-245 
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Folder 5: ‘Letters from Detainees’ 
Photocopies of letters from asylum seekers to BRSG members, c2002 
 
Folder 6: ‘Letters from Detainees’ 
Photocopies of letters from asylum seekers to BRSG members, c2002 
 
Folder 7: ‘Letters from asylum seekers in Australian detention centres’ 
Photocopies of letters from asylum seekers to BRSG members, c2002 
 
Folder 8: ‘Letters from asylum seekers in Australian detention centres’ 
Photocopies of letters from asylum seekers to BRSG members, c2002 
 
Folder 9: ‘Letters from asylum seekers in Australian detention centres’ 
Photocopies of letters from asylum seekers to BRSG members, c2002 
Also copy of ‘Behind the wire’ by David Leser, The Australian Women’s Weekly, July 2002 pp. 42-
48, 244-245 
 
Folder 10: ‘Letters from asylum seekers in Australian detention centres’ 
Photocopies of letters from asylum seekers to BRSG members, c2002 
Also copy of ‘Behind the wire’ by David Leser, The Australian Women’s Weekly, July 2002 pp. 42-
48, 244-245 
 
Folder 11: ‘Letters from asylum seekers in Australian detention centres’ 
Photocopies of letters from asylum seekers to BRSG members, c2002 
Also copy of ‘Behind the wire’ by David Leser, The Australian Women’s Weekly, July 2002 pp. 42-
48, 244-245 
 
Folder 12: ‘Letters from Detainees’ 
Photocopies of letters from asylum seekers to BRSG members, c2002 
 
Folder 13: ‘Letters from Detainees’ 
Photocopies of letters from asylum seekers to BRSG members, c2002 
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Box 4 
Folder 1 
‘Artwork by ‘Ardishir’, Port Hedland IRPC’ 
10 laminated images of artwork. 
 
Folder 2: Black folder  
Correspondence between BRSG member Peter Friis and various asylum seekers 
13 laminated images of artworks 
24 photographs of artwork by Ardeshir Gholi Poor 
 
Folder 3: Red folder - ‘Buddies Family Album Vol.1’ 
Photographs, newspaper cuttings and other material relating to asylum seekers and BRSG events, 
c2002.  Many photographs are captioned. 
 
Folder 4: Yellow folder ‘Family Album’ 
Newspaper cuttings and other material relating to asylum seekers and BRSG, c2004-2005 
 
Folder 5: Purple folder 
Photographs of asylum seekers and BRSG activities, c2002.  Some photographs captioned. 
 
Folder 6 
Correspondence and documents relating to the case of asylum seeker Abdulghafar Achig-zai [also 
Achek-zai] 
 

Box 5 
Newspaper and magazine cuttings relating to asylum-seekers and related issues.  Includes 
cuttings from the Sunshine Coast Daily, The Catholic Leader and other local and national 
newspapers. 
 
Folder 1 
Newspaper cuttings, nd 
 
Folder 2 
Newspaper cuttings, 2002 
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Folder 3 
Newspaper cuttings, 2003 
 
Folder 4 
Newspaper cuttings, 2004 
 
Folder 5 
Newspaper cuttings, 2005 - 2011 
 

Box 6 
Powerpoint file on CD: 

Item 1 ‘Jen Harrison visit to Nauru May 2005 – Powerpoint presentation.’ 
Audio CDs 

Item 2 ‘Rise up & speak the truth’ various artists, nd 
Item 3 ‘Behind the wire’, various artists, nd 
Item 4  ‘Singing down the wire’ 
Item 5  ‘Woodford 03-04’ 
Item 6 ‘Woodford 03-04’ 
Item 7 ‘Woodford 03-04’ 

Video CDs/DVDs: 
Item 8 ‘Andrew Bartlett at ‘Buddies’, Sep ‘05’ 
Item 9 ‘Buddies forum 29.10.05 DVD 1 of 2 Peter Slipper (finalised)’ 
Item 10 ‘Buddies forum 29.10.05 2 of 2 ALP, Greens (finalised)’ 
Item 11 ‘Buddies forum 29.10.05 2 of 2 ALP, Greens (finalised)’ 
Item 12 ‘Tiger 11 at Siena, Beerwah Protest’ [News footage of Phillip Ruddock at 

Beerwah, Tiger 11 soccer team at Siena College, Sippy Downs] 
Image CDs/DVDs, most images saved as JPG files: 

Item 13 ‘Port Hedland, Tiger 11, B. Brewster’s Afghan family, Meg & Rony’ 
Item 14 ‘Buddies photos, 400 px wide’ 
Item 15 ‘6x4 camilla col; tigers; Brewster; Beerwah soccer; tigers at noosa 4 Oct ‘03’ 
Item 16 ‘Tigers dinner July 03’ 
Item 17 ‘Children in detention, Port Hedland, June 2003’ 
Item 18 ‘Tiger, 1st copy – to be edited’ 
Item 19 ‘Picnic, June holidays ‘03’ 
Item 20 ‘RCSC picnic 2004’ 
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Item 21 ‘Buddies picnic, Anzac Day ‘05’ 
Item 22 ‘Foley, Buddies picnic, 24.10.05’ 
Item 23 ‘Refugee project images 1’ 
Item 24 ‘Buddies picnic, Anzac Day ‘06’ 
Item 25 ‘Buddies picnic, Anzac Day ‘06’ 
Item 26 ‘Buddies photos; Buddies picnic Nov 2007; Buddies picnic 12.4.08; Buddies 

picnic Anzac ’09; Picnic 14.9.08; web site; Adam’s biography’ 
Item 27 ‘Buddies/Uni women’s picnic – Sudanese 12.4.08’ 
Item 28 ‘Buddies picnic, Sunshine Coast, Burundis, 14.9.08’ 
Item 29 ‘Buddies stall at USC, 4.6.09’ 
Item 30 ‘Buddies/USC women’s picnic ‘09’ 
Item 31 ‘Picnic, Anzac Day ’09, Buddies/Uni women’s group’ 
Item 32 ‘Buddies picnic 16th April 2011, Peter & Beryl Beinssen’s photos’ 
Item 33 ‘Buddies & university women’s picnic, April ‘11’ 

Photographs 
Packet 1 ‘Tiger 11 at Sunshine Coast’.  24 photographs of asylum seeker soccer team 
Packet 2 ‘Flotillas of Hope.’ 23 photographs 
Packet 3 ‘Buddies Forum’, 21 photographs 
Packet 4 ‘Buddies’ Picnics with Refugee Claimant Centre and Romero Centre’, 49 

photographs, 13 negatives 
Packet 5 ‘Buddies’ African picnics, Sunshine Coast’, 33 photographs 
Packet 6 ‘African restaurant Moorooka, Buddies visa’, 19 photographs, partial index 

print, 19 negatives 
Packet 7 ‘Tiger 11 – Soccer break-up 2003’, 20 photographs 
Packet 8 ‘Tiger 11 Dinner 2003’, 45 photographs (3 CDs ) 
Packet 9 ‘2005’, 13 photographs of a picnic/BBQ 
Packet 10 ‘2005 [Anzac Day picnic]’, 24 photographs of a picnic/BBQ, 34 negatives 
Packet 11 ‘Buddies 2005’, 18 photographs of a picnic/BBQ 
Packet 12 ‘2005 – Anzac Day picnic – Buddies’, 41 photographs 
Packet 13 27 photographs, various subjects, some captions,  
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Box 7 
VHS video tape recordings of television programs and segments concerning asylum seekers:   

Item 1 ‘Dateline 29/01/03 – Refugees – Nauru’ 
Item 2 ‘SBS Cutting Edge 4/3/03 – MS Tampa – Refugees at sea.’ 
Item 3 ‘A Current Affair 9/3/04 – [Temporary] protection visas’ 
Item 4  ‘Punished not protected’, nd. 
Item 5 ‘BBC Correspondent “Australia’s Pacific solution”’, nd 
Item 6 ‘Project Vietnam – Praise God – Foreign Correspondent – Lost (?)’, nd 
Item 7 ‘Four Corners – Woomera/Afghan’, nd 
Item 8 ‘SBS – Cutting Edge – Asylum [Seekers]’, nd 
Item 9 ‘A well founded fear – SBS Nov 2008’ 
Item 10 Digital Hi8 video tape ‘Buddies Forum 1’, nd 
Item 11 Digital Hi8 video tape ‘Buddies Forum 29.10.05, 0:0 to 0:15:15:20’ 

 

Box 8 
Department of Immigration and Multicultural and indigenous Affairs, Unauthorised arrivals and 
detention : information paper April 2003, [Canberra] : DIMIA, [2003] 
Uniya Jesuit Social Centre, A background brief on Muslims in Australia, Kings Cross NSW: Uniya 
Jesuit Social Centre, 2003 
Beyond the horizon, No.1, August 2004. Windsor, QLD: Refugee Claimants Support Centre, 2004 
A Just Australia, In our name as Australians : Draft Policy Statement, March 2003 [Surry Hills, 
N.S.W.: A Just Australia], 2003 
Australian Catholic Social Justice Council, Justice Trends: 

• No. 103, Nov 2001 

• No. 115, Dec 2004 
Edmund Rice Centre for Justice and Community Education and School of Education, Australian 
Catholic University, Just Comment: 

• Special Edition September 2001 

• Special Edition No. 2 October [2001] [3 copies] 
• Vol. 6 no. 2, 2003 

Brisbane City Council, Islam in Brisbane, Brisbane, QLD : Brisbane City Council, [2004] 
Edmund Rice Centre for Justice & Community Education and School of Education Australian 
Catholic University, Deported to danger : a study of Australia's treatment of 40 rejected asylum 
seekers, [Homebush, N.S.W. : The Centre], 2004 
McKay, Dave, The worst of Woomera, Woomera, S. Aust. ; Refugee Embassy, 2002 
McKay, Dave, The worst of Woomera, 3rd printing, Woomera, S. Aust. ; Refugee Embassy, 2002 
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Free West Papua Collective, Stop being ignorant about West Papua, [East Brunswick, Vic : Free 
West Papua Collective, [200?] [2 copies] 
Hazara Ethnic Society in Australia, Aashiana : life of refugees in detention and living with TPV's : 
art and poetry, Woolloongabba, Qld. : The Society, 2003 
Australian Catholic Bishops Conference, A generous heart in the love of Christ : challenging 
racism in Australia today : Social Justice Sunday Statement 2003, [North Sydney, N.S.W. : 
Australian Catholic Social Justice Council, 2003] 
Australians for a Just and Civil Australia, The Courier, Vol 5 Issue 4, Dec 2002 [with handwritten 
notes] 
Refugee support kit : establishing effective support for refugees and asylum seekers within 
Australia, [Brisbane, QLD] : [BrisbaneActionweb for Refugee Collaboration], [200?] 
West Papua : information kit, Brisbane : Australian West Papua Association, 2003 
The Weekend Australian Magazine, 15-16 Mar 2003 
The Sydney Morning Herald Good Weekend magazine: 

• 15 Feb 2003 

• 8 Mar 2003 
The Courier Mail Qweekend magazine, 30-31 May 2009 
Multicultural Affairs Queensland, Diversity matters, Brisbane : Multicultural Affairs Queensland, 
Dept. of Premier and Cabinet, issue 17, Sep 2002 
New Internationalist, No. 344 April 2002 
A Just Australia, The better way : refugees, detention and Australians, [Surry Hills, N.S.W.] : A Just 
Australia, [2003?] 
A last resort : a summary guide to the National Inquiry into Children in Immigration Detention, 
[Sydney] : Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission, 2004 
Lesnie, Vanessa [et al.], A last resort? : National Inquiry into Children in Immigration Detention, 
Sydney : Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission, 2004 (CD-ROM) 
Australian Rationalist, No. 60/61, Dec 2002 
Dolly, Oct 2003 
The Australian Women’s Weekly, Jul 2002 [cover torn] 
Leser, David, ‘Behind the wire’, The Australian women’s weekly, Jul 2002 
Quarterly Essay: 

• No. 5, 2002  

• No. 6, 2002  
 

Parcel 1 
Laminated and unlaminated display material, (photographs, letters, signs) 
1 large sketchbook of newspaper cuttings 
1 wood framed display board 


