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UQFL360 
Douglas Gordon Collection 
 
Size 29 boxes 
 
Contents Papers, journal articles, newspaper clippings and correspondence related to 

Prof. Douglas Gordon’s medical career and his interest in Queensland’s 
medical history. 

 
Date range 1950 to 1993 
 
Biography Douglas Gordon was born on April 19, 1911 and grew up near Maryborough, 

Queensland. He began studying medicine at the University of Melbourne in 
1931 but the Depression and family hardship forced him to abandon his 
studies and become a farmer for seven years. In 1938, he entered the second 
year of the medical course at the newly established Faculty of Medicine at the 
University of Queensland. He graduated in June 1942 and served as a 
Medical Officer to RAAF airfield construction squadrons in the Dutch East 
Indies. After the war, he spent 10 years as head of Industrial Hygiene in the 
Queensland State Health Department, before becoming the first full-time 
professor of Social and Preventive Medicine at the University of Queensland 
in 1957. He was Dean of the Faculty of Medicine from 1962 to 1967. He 
published extensively, both in the areas of social and preventive medicine and 
in medical history. He retired in 1976 and died in October 1993. 

 
Notes Open access 

Other papers by Douglas Gordon on medical history are held at F2231 and 
F2336. 

 

 

Box 1 

Folder 1 

John Pearn, ‘Professor Emeritus Douglas Gordon, 1911-1993: A Faculty Tribute’, 25 Oct 1993, 9 p 

John Pearn, ‘Writings and Publications of Professor Emeritus Douglas Gordon A.M. (1911-1993)’, 
Nov 1993, 3 p 

 

Folder 2 

Douglas Gordon, ‘Memories of an ex-student of certain teachers in the early days of the Faculty’, 
written between 1981 and 1984 to accompany and expand on a 1981 taped interview between 
Professor Doherty and Gordon, divided into 6 sections: 

1) ‘Cilento and the Medical School’, 3 p 

2) ‘Max Hickey’, 12 p 

3) ‘The medical year of 1942’, 22 p 
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4) ‘The Medical School’, 8 p 

5) ‘Dougie Lee and Physiology’, 8 p 

6) ‘The hospital’, 14 p 

7) Professor Wilkinson, first professor of anatomy, 25 Jul 1982, 2 p 

8) Raphe Cilento – arising from an interview with John Bostock, 11 Sep 1981, 5 p 

9) Professor Douglas H. K. Lee – first professor of Physiology, 25 Jul 1982, 2 p 

 

Folder 3 

Douglas Gordon, ‘Submission to the ‘Doherty’ Committees’ [Committee of Inquiry into Medical 
Education and the Medical Workforce], 21 Apr 1987, 21 p with related documentation 

 

Folder 4 

Douglas Gordon, ‘Published papers on historical topics’, Sept 1982 [includes unpublished 
reference lists where necessary]: 

 ‘Dust and History’ [on pulmonary dust disease], The Medical Journal of Australia (31 Jul 
1954), pp161-166 

 ‘The Death of Mrs. Trueman of Tiaro: Medical Practice on the Mary River Eighty Years 
Ago’, The Medical Journal of Australia (13 Feb 1960), pp248-254 

 ‘Sickness and Death at the Moreton Bay Convict Settlement’, The Medical Journal of 
Australia (21 Sep 1963), pp473-480, with 4 p of unpublished references 

 ‘’The Waiting Years’ – 1842 to 1859 (Part 1: Clinical Medicine)’, The Medical Journal of 
Australia (12 Feb 1966), pp249-253 

 ‘’The Waiting Years – 1842 to 1859 (Part II: Social and Preventive Medicine)’, The Medical 
Journal of Australia (19 Feb 1966), pp288-290 

 ‘’The Waiting Years – 1842 to 1859 (Part III: Biography)’, The Medical Journal of Australia 
(26 Feb 1966), pp336-340, with 8 p of unpublished references 

 ‘Ballow and the ‘Emigrant’ Incident’, The Medical Journal of Australia (19 Mar 1966), pp483-
485, with 2 p of unpublished references 

 ‘Men of Medicine at Separation’, The Medical Journal of Australia (7 Jul 1962), pp1-8, with 
10 p of unpublished references 

 ‘An Arranged Marriage: The Story of an Unusual Teaching Hospital’, The Medical Journal of 
Australia (8 Apr 1967), pp693-699 

 ‘How to Use Historical Sources in Australian Medical History’, The Medical Journal of 
Australia (18 Nov 1967), pp3-14 

 

Folder 5 

Douglas Gordon, ‘The Tyranny of Demography’ and ‘The Sociological Imperative in Hospital Life’, 
2-part Stirling Lecture, 1979 
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Folder 6 

Douglas Gordon, ‘Farewell to Eric Saint’, 1 Jan 1978, 5 p 

 

Folder 7 

Douglas Gordon, ‘History of Occupational Health’, lecture given to occupational health nurses in 
Brisbane, late 1978, 18 p 

 

Folder 8 

Douglas Gordon, ‘Papers published since retirement in 1976’ 

 ‘Suburbia: A Small Obstetric Hospital in Brisbane’, The Medical Journal of Australia (25 Feb 
1978), pp215-220 

 ‘Curing medicine and caring medicine: a dilemma in medical education’, Australian Family 
Physician, Vol. 7 (Jul 1978), pp779-784 

 ‘The coming of compassion’, The Medical Journal of Australia, Vol. 2 (1979), pp652-653 

 ‘Occupational Health Revisited’, [based on Presidential Address at 52nd ANZAAS 
conference, Sydney, May, 1982], Occupational Health (Sep 1982), pp7-17 

 ‘Obituary: Sir Raphael West Cilento’, The Medical Journal of Australia, Vol. 143 (16 Sep 
1985), pp259-260 

 ‘Personal Reminiscences: Professor E.S. Meyers’, Australian Medical Association (Qld. 
Branch) Newsbulletin (Aug 1986), pp9-12 

 ‘’The last scene of all…Is second childishness and mere oblivion’’, University News (4 Jun 
1986), pp89-91 

 ‘History in Branch Files’, Australian Medical Association (Qld. Branch) Newsbulletin (Dec 
1986), p17 

 ‘Appendix 2: A Note on [Sandford] Jackson and His Times’, from Ernest Sandford Jackson, 
ed. N. Parker and J. Pearn, Brisbane, 1987, pp291-293 

 ‘Foreword’, from Ernest Sandford Jackson, ppv-vii 

 ‘Obituary: Cecil Norman Sinnamon’, The Medical Journal of Australia (20 Jul 1987), 1 p 

 ‘In Gratitude to Douglas H.K. Lee’, unpublished article from 1987, 9 p 

 ‘Health and Medicine in Australia, 1788-1988’, Reference Australia, No. 2 (May 1988), 
pp21-49 

 

Folder 9 

Douglas Gordon, “We may be unlucky”, address given to launch the Citizen’s Advice Bureau, 
Brisbane, 7 June 1972, 6 p [folder includes a small map showing traditional tribal territories in the 
area of Brisbane]. 
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Folder 10 

Douglas Gordon, ‘My protest to the Professorial Board on behalf of the student’s right to protest’, 
1967, 8 p 

 

Folder 11 

Douglas Gordon, ‘The Nature of Social Medicine’, [chapter in book], circa 1962 

 

Folder 12 

Douglas Gordon, ‘Papers on Historical Subjects published in the 1960s’ [includes unpublished 
reference lists where necessary – duplicates material in Folder 4] 

 

Folder 13 

Douglas Gordon, ‘You can Lead a Horse to Water: Some Musings on Accident Prevention’, 
address at the National Industrial Safety Convention and Exhibition, 30 Jul 1959, 4 p 

 

Folder 14 

Douglas Gordon, ‘The Hospital as an Industry’, Presidential Address to BMA Medical Congress, 
Hobart, 21 Feb 1958, 13 p plus 12 tables of statistics [Note in Gordon’s handwriting: “This was my 
first venture into medical administration and one of the earlier papers in Australia on the subject”] 

 

Folder 15 

Douglas Gordon, ‘Significant papers written when I was in the Health Dept.’, [1950s]: 

 ‘Dust and History’ [on pulmonary dust disease], The Medical Journal of Australia (31 Jul 
1954), pp161-166 

 ‘Pneumonokoniosis in Queensland Foundaries’, The Medical Journal of Australia (5 Aug 
1950), pp217-223 

 ‘How Dangerous Is Pentachlorphenol?’, The Medical Journal of Australia (29 Sep 1956), 
pp485-488 
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A Guide to Social and Preventative Medicine: Notes by Professor 
Douglas Gordon, 67 notebooks 

The notebooks contain transcripts from the Brisbane Courier, Queensland Hansard and Votes and 
Proceedings, and the major medical journals. The major subjects are public health, social and 
preventative medicine, infant mortality and medical history in Queensland. The volumes are 
arranged by the publications the excerpts are taken from, and are in an approximate chronological 
order. 

 

Box 2 

Extracts from Brisbane Courier 

Folder 1 

1 Jan 1863 – 31 Dec 1863 

 

Folder 2 

1 Jan 1864 – 31 Oct 1864 

 

Folder 3 

1 Nov 1864 – 31 Dec 1864 

 

Folder 4 

2 Jan 1865 – 30 Jun 1865 

 

Folder 5 

1 Jul 1865 – 30 Dec 1865 

 

Folder 6 

1 Jan 1866 – 7 Jun 1866 

 

Folder 7 

6 Jun 1866 – 31 Dec 1866 

1 Jan 1868 – 30 Jun 1868 

 

Folder 8 

1 Jan 1867 – 22 Nov 1867 
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Folder 9 

2 Dec 1867 – 2 May 1868 

 

Folder 10 

4 Jul 1868 – 31 Dec 1868 

1 Jan 1869 – 13 Aug 1869 

Also contains references to monographs 

 

Folder 11 

14 Aug 1869 – 31 Dec 1869 

 

Folder 12 

1 Jan 1870 – 30 Jun 1870 

 

Box 3 

Folder 1 

1 Jul 1870 – 31 Dec 1870 

 

Folder 2 

1 Jan 1871 – 3 Jun 1871 

 

Folder 3 

3 Jun 1871 – 30 Dec 1871 

 

Folder 4 

1 Jan 1872 – 11 Nov 1872 

 

Folder 5 

1 Jan 1872 – 4 Oct 1872 (duplicate) 

 

Folder 6 

5 Oct 1872 – 9 Nov 1872 (duplicate) 

 

Folder 7 

11 Nov 1872 – 31 Dec 1872 
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1 Jul 1873 – 31 Dec 1873 

1 Jul 1874 – 31 Jul 1874 

 

Folder 8 

2 Jan 1873 – 26 Jun 1873 

1 Jan 1874 – 31 Jan 1874 

 

Folder 9 

2 Feb 1874 – 30 Jun 1874 

 

Folder 10 

3 Feb 1874 – 30 Jun 1874 (duplicate) 

 

Box 4 

Folder 1 

1 Aug 1874 – 31 Dec 1874 [at end, half a page of extracts from ‘Brisbane 1859-1959: A History of 
Local Government’, by Greenwood and Laverty] 

 

Folder 2 

1 Jan 1875 – 8 Mar 1875 

 

Folder 3 

9 Mar 1875 – 12 May 1875 

 

Folder 4 

12 May 1875 – 28 Jul 1875 

 

Folder 5 

29 Jul 1875 – 23 Oct 1875 

 

Folder 6 

23 Oct 1875 – 31 Dec 1875 

1 Jan 1877 – 18 Jan 1877 
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Folder 7 

1 Jan 1876 – 30 Jun 1876 

 

Folder 8 

1 Jul 1876 – 30 Dec 1876 

 

Folder 9 

18 Jan 1877 – 24 May 1877 

 

Folder 10 

24 May 1877 – 31 Dec 1877 

 

Box 5 

Folder 1 

1 Jan 1878 – 28 Dec 1878 

 

Folder 2 

1 Jan 1879 – 22 Dec 1879 

 

Folder 3 

1 Jan 1880 – 11 Oct 1880 

 

Folder 4 

12 Oct 1880 – 31 Dec 1880 

1 Jan 1882 – 4 Mar 1882 

 

Folder 5 

1 Jan 1881 – 16 Apr 1881 

 

Folder 6 

18 Apr 1881 – 8 Oct 1881 

 

Folder 7 

21 Apr 1882 – 21 Sep 1882 
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Folder 8 

22 Sep 1882 – 30 Dec 1882 

 

Folder 9 

8 Oct 1881 – 31 Dec 1881 

1 Jan 1883 – 26 May 1883 

 

Folder 10 

26 May 1883 – 28 Dec 1883 

 

Box 6 

Folder 1 

1 Jan 1884 – 21 Mar 1884 

18 Dec 1884 – 31 Dec 1884 

 

Folder 2 

1 Jul 1884 – 17 Dec 1884 

 

Folder 3 

28 Dec 1883 – 31 Dec 1883 

1 Jan 1885 – 18 Sep 1885 

 

Folder 4 

18 Sep 1885 – 31 Dec 1885 

 

Folder 5 

1 Jan 1886 – 2 Sep 1886 

 

Folder 6 

3 Sep 1886 – 6 Oct 1886 

 

Folder 7 

1 Jan 1887 – 2 Jun 1887 
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Folder 8 

4 Jun 1887 – 14 Nov 1887 

 

Folder 9 

14 Nov 1887 – 31 Dec 1887 

1 Jan 1888 – 12 Jan 1888 

 

Extracts from Other Sources 

Box 7 

Folder 1 

Extracts from Australian Medical Gazette, Oct 1884 – Sep 1886 

 

Folder 2 

Transactions Australasian Medical Congress 1908, 1911, 1914, 1920 

Australasian Medical Gazette, vols 7 – 20; vol 27; vol 33; 1887 – 1913 

Australian Annals of Medicine, vol 1 – 2, 1952 – 1953 

 

Folder 3 

Trans-intercolonial Medical Congress Australasia, 1st-6th Sessions, 1887 – 1902 

Transactions Australasian Medical Congress 1905 

Australasian Medical Gazette, vols 21 – 35, 1902 – 1914 

 

Folder 4 

Australasian Medical Journal, vols 1 – 25, 1856-1880 

Australasian Medical Gazette, 1886 – 1887; 1903 and 1904 

Note of lead poisoning by A.J. Turner 

 

Folder 5 

Extracts from Australian Medical Journal, 1882 – 1895 

Extracts from Australasian Medical Gazette, 1887 – 1899 

 

Folder 6 

Extracts from Votes and Proceedings, 1864 – 1865 
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Folder 7 

Extracts from Votes and Proceedings, 1865 – 1900 

 

Folder 8 

Extracts from Hansard, 1900 – 1904 

Extracts from Votes and Proceedings, 1901 – 1905 

 

Folder 9 

Extracts from Queensland Parliamentary Debates, 1916 

Extracts from Votes and Proceedings, 1919-1920 

Extracts from Queensland Parliamentary Papers, 1923 

 

Folder 10 

Extracts from Medical Journal of Australia, 1914 – 1948 

 

Folder 11 

Extracts from Medical Journal of Australia, 1949 – 1968 

 

Box 8 

Folder 1 

List of photographs from Australian Medical Association Library 

Notes from Australian Medical Association Historical File 

Extracts from Australian Medical Gazette, 1901-1904 

 

Extracts from Brisbane Courier on Infant Mortality 

Folder 2 

1893 and 1898 

 

Folder 3 

Jan 1903 – Mar 1903 

Oct 1903 – Dec 1903 

Jan 1904 – 26 Feb 1904 
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Folder 4 

26 Feb 1904 – Mar 1904 

Oct 1904 – Dec 1904 

Apr 1905 – Jun 1905 

 

Folder 5 

Apr 1903 – Sep 1903 

Apr 1904 – Sep 1904 

Jan 1905 – Feb 1905 

 

Box 9 

Articles on medical and social topics [file headings supplied by Douglas 
Gordon] 

Folder 1 

Aboriginal health, 1975-1983 

 

Folder 2 

Abortion, 1970s-1980s, including: 

 Abortion: the unenforceable law, edited by Tony McMichael, 1972 

 

Folder 3 

Administrative medicine (including Commonwealth Health Department), 1970s-1980s, including: 

 Special issue of Search: science, technology and society on health systems, vol 5, no 10, 
Oct 1974 

 Health Commission of New South Wales, The Mater Hospital Study, Vol 1: Summary and 
Conclusions, Dec 1977 

 Queensland Health Department, Discussion Paper on rationalisation of medical services in 
the metropolitan area of Brisbane, 1978 

 Australian Medical Association (Qld. Branch), A Guide for Medical Practitioners in 
Determining Fitness to Drive a Motor Vehicle, 1979 

 

Folder 4 

Accidents (also drowning), 1970s-1980s, including Queensland State Transport Department, A 
Guide for New Drivers in Queensland, 1978 
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Folder 5 

AIDS, 1983, including Ronald Penny, Rory Marks, Jane Berger, Deborah Marriott, and David 
Bryant, “Acquired immune deficiency syndrome”, The Medical Journal of Australia, 11 Jun 1983, 
pp554-563 [reports on the first known Australian case of AIDS] 

 

Folder 6 

Alcohol, 1970s-1980s, including Overhead transparency on national expenditure on smoking, 
drinking and gambling in 1971-72, versus national expenditure on health care 

 

Folder 7 

Alimentary tract diseases, 1970s 

 

Folder 8 

Allergies, 1978-1979 

 

Folder 9 

American culture, including Max Harris, ‘America is just too Mickey Mouse’, The Australian, Aug 5-
6 1978 

 

Folder 10 

Anaesthetics, 1977-1981 

 

Folder 11 

Analgesics, 1976 

 

Folder 12 

Arthritis, 1979-1982 

 

Folder 13 

Authors – Notes for, 1979 [directions for submitting articles to The Medical Journal of Australia] 

 

Folder 14 

Bibliographies, 1970s 

 

Folder 15 

Biology, 1970s [file cards with notes] 
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Box 10 

Folder 1 

Cancer, 1970s-1980s, including: 

 Harold Blum, ‘Ultraviolet Radiation from the Sun and Skin Cancer in Human Populations’, 
preliminary research report, nd, 23 p 

 ‘Protection from the Sun’ [editorial], The Medical Journal of Australia, 21 Dec 1974, pp889-
890 

 ‘Exposure of the Bronzed Image’, Townsville Bulletin, 14 Sep 1977 

 John A.H. Lee, ‘Melanoma and Exposure to Sunlight’, Epidemiologic Reviews, Vol. 4, 1982, 
pp110-136 

 Ca – A Cancer Journal for Clinicians, 4 copies from Sept/Oct 1975, Jan/Feb 1976, Nov/Dec 
1977, and Mar/Apr 1980 

 

Folder 2 

Cancer, 1970-1980s [file labelled “More interesting and relevant”] 

 

Folder 3 

Cardiovascular disease, also cardiac surgery, 1970s-1980s 

 

Folder 4 

Change, 1980s 

 

Folder 5 

Child health, 1970s-1980s 

 

Folder 6 

Chiropractic care, 1970s-1980s 

 

Folder 7 

Communism, 1970s 

 

Folder 8 

Community medicine, 1970s 
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Folder 9 

Computers, nd [one file card] 

 

Folder 10 

Congenital defects and genetics, 1981 

 

Folder 11 

Contraception, 1970s-1980s 

 

Box 11 

Folder 1 

Crime, 1970s-1980s 

 

Folder 2 

Curriculum - medical, 1977 

 

Folder 3 

Deafness, 1976-1978 

 

Folder 4 

Death, 1980-1983 

 

Folder 5 

Dentistry, 1970s-1980s 

 

Folder 6 

Developing countries, 1980 

 

Folder 7 

Diabetes, 1976-1982 

 

Folder 8 

Disability, 1975-1982 
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Folder 9 

Diagnosis (probabilities), nd [one file card] 

 

Folder 10 

Doctors, 1970s-1980s 

 

Folder 11 

Drugs, also includes therapy, 1970s-1980s 

 

Folder 12 

Education, including medical education, 1970s-1980s 

 

Folder 13 

Endocrine disease, 1976 

 

Folder 14 

Energy, 1970s-1980s 

 

Folder 15 

Environment – physical (including air quality), 1970s-1980s 

 

Folder 16 

Environment – social, 1970s-1980s 

 

Folder 17 

Epidemiology, 1970s-1980s 

 

Folder 18 

Ethics [medical], 1970s-1980s 

 

Folder 19 

Family and family background, 1960s-1980s 

 

Folder 20 

Finance, 1979-1984 
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Folder 21 

Fire, 1975 

 

Folder 22 

Food, 1974-1982 

 

Box 12 

Folder 1 

Future and medicine, 1960s-1980s 

 

Folder 2 

General practice, 1976-1983 

 

Folder 3 

Genetics, 1974-1984 

 

Folder 4 

Geriatrics, 1970s-1980s, including: 

 Australian Family Physician, Vol 7, No 3, Mar 1978 [special issue on older age 
management] 

 Australian Association of Gerontology, Selected Issues in Geriatrics: Proceedings of 15th 
annual conference, 1979 

 Peter M. Last, “Cilento Oration 1984’, delivered to the Royal Australian College of Medical 
Adminstrators (Qld. Branch), Mar 1984, 30 p 

 

Folder 5 

Health, 1970s-1980s 

 

Folder 6 

Health education, 1970s 

 

Folder 7 

Homosexuality, nd 
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Folder 8 

Hospitals, 1970s-1980s 

 

Folder 9 

Hypertension, 1970s 

 

Folder 10 

Ideologies, Aug 1979 

 

Folder 11 

Income, money, gross net product, 1970s-1980s 

 

Folder 12 

Individual versus society, 1973 [one file card with notes] 

 

Folder 13 

Industry in Australia, 1970s-1980s, including National Health and Medical Research Council, 
Recommended practice for occupational health services in Australia, 1973 

 

Folder 14 

Infection, 1970s-1980s, including: 

 Queensland Department of Health, Management of malaria in Queensland: guidelines for 
medical practitioners, 1980 

 Medicine Australia, May 1978 [special issue on communicable and tropical diseases] 

 

Box 13 

Folder 1 

Iatrogenic disease, 1970s 

 

Folder 2 

Insects, 1978-1981 

 

Folder 3 

Lead, 1976-1981 
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Folder 4 

Lecture material [file cards], nd 

 

Folder 5 

Life expectancy, 1975-1979, including Australian Bureau of Statistics, Deaths Australia, 1979 

 

Folder 6 

Leprosy, 1973-1977 

 

Folder 7 

Liver, Oct 1975 

 

Folder 8 

Locomotor disorders, 1975-1982 

 

Folder 9 

Malaria, 1950-1982 

 

Folder 10 

Marriage, 1970s-1980s, including Brochure: Stress 3: stress and marriage, 1974 

 

Folder 11 

Medibank [and Medicare], 1970s-1980s, including Paper presented by J.S. Deeble at the 7th 
International Conference on Social Science and Medicine, ’Financing Health Care in a Static 
Economy’, Jun 1981 

 

Folder 12 

Medibank [and Medicare], 1970s-1980s, including: 

 Australian Labor Party, The Hayden health plan, [1983?] 

 Australian Bureau of Statistics (Qld. Office), Patients treated in hospitals, 1976 

 Australian Medical Association, AMA Gazette, Sept. 1982 

 J.S. Deeble, Health expenditure in Australia 1960-61 to 1975-76, Apr 1978 

 

Folder 13 

Medical manpower and women in medicine, 1970s-1980s 
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Folder 14 

Migrants, 1970s-1980s 

 

Folder 15 

Molecular biology [one file card] 

 

Folder 16 

Morbidity, 1973-1981, including: 

 The Office of Health Economics (U.K.), The Health Care Dilemma: or ‘Am I kranken, 
doctor?’, Aug 1975 

 J.M. Najman et al, ‘Patterns of Morbidity, Health Care Utilization and Socioeconomic Status 
in Brisbane’, 1977 

 

Folder 17 

Mortality, 1970s-1980s, including: 

 Australian Bureau of Statistics, Causes of death Australia1979 

 J.M. Najman and A.A. Congalton, ‘Australian Occupational Mortality 1965-67: cause 
specific or general susceptibility’, nd 

 Bryan Gandevia and Simon Gandevia, ‘Childhood Mortality and its social background in the 
first settlement at Sydney Cove, 1788-1792’, Australian Paediatric Journal, Vol 11 (1975), 
pp9-19  

 

Folder 18 

National Trust buildings, Mar 1977 

 

Folder 19 

Neurology, 1970s-1980s 

 

Folder 20 

Noise, 1976-1978 

 

Folder 21 

Obesity, 1970s-1980s, including: 

 National Heart Foundation of Australia, The Heart Foundation guide to losing weight, 1978 
[brochure] 

 National Heart Foundation of Australia, Overweight is risking fate, 1979 [brochure] 
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 National Heart Foundation of Australia, Prevention and management of coronary heart 
disease, 1979 [brochure] 

 

Box 14 

Folder 1 

Obituaries, 1970s, including: 

 Obituaries and articles on the death of Dr. Leslie John Jarvis Nye, February 1976 

 Letter from Dr. Leslie John Jarvis Nye to Douglas Gordon, 12 Jan 1976 

 Letter from Sir Raphael Cilento to Douglas Gordon, 22 Mar 1976 

 

Folder 2 

Obstetrics and gynaecology, 1970s-1980s, including: 

 Australian Family Physician, Special issue on neonatal welfare, Mar 1977 

 Queensland Maternal Mortality Committee, Report of the Queensland Committee for the 
study of maternal deaths, 1967-1969 

 

Folder 3 

Occupational health, 1958-1983, including:  

 E.J. Hanson, The struggle against lead poison in the painting trade, 1958 

 John Mathews, An occupational health and safety policy for Labor, 198? 

 Ca- A Cancer Journal for Clinicians, Special issue on carcinogens in the workplace, 
May/Jun 1979 

 Australian Council of Trade Unions, Submission to the House of Representatives Standing 
Committee on Environment and Conservation, Hazardous Chemicals Inquiry, Jul 1981 

 R.J. Hawke, ‘Work: How Much a Health Hazard?’, 11th Maitland Oration, Sydney University, 
9 Dec 1981 

 

Folder 4 

Ophthalmology, 1970s 

 

Folder 5 

Pathology, nd [one file card] 

 

Folder 6 

Pain, 1981-1982 
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Folder 7 

Parentage and blood groups, 1979 

 

Folder 8 

Pensions, 1970s 

 

Folder 9 

Peptic ulceration, 1979 

 

Folder 10 

Perinatal mortality, 1970s-1980s, including Australian Bureau of Statistics, Perinatal deaths, 1975 

 

Folder 11 

Poisons – animal bites, 1970s 

 

Folder 12 

Political science, politics – socialism, 1970s-1980s 

 

Folder 13 

Population [including census figures], 1970s – 1980s, including: 

 Notebook: ‘Various aspects of the Australian censuses 1881-1966’, Dec 1968 [by C.M. 
Shannon?] 

 Australian Bureau of Statistics, Projections of the population of Australia 1978 to 2011, Jun 
1978 

 

Folder 14 

Poverty, 1970s-1980s 

 

Folder 15 

Prevention, 1970s –1980s, including Australian Family Physician, Special issue: ‘Prevention: an 
attitude of mind’, Mar 1979 

 

Folder 16 

Psychological medicine, also Brisbane floods, 1970s-1980s 
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Box 15 

Folder 1 

Quotations, 1970s-1980s 

 

Folder 2 

Radioactivity, 1970s-1980s 

 

Folder 3 

Radiology, 1970s-1980s 

 

Folder 4 

Religion, 1970s-1980s 

 

Folder 5 

Renal disease (also dialysis), 1970s-1980s 

 

Folder 6 

Rehabilitation, 1970s-1980s 

 

Folder 7 

Research, 1970s-1980s 

 

Folder 8 

Respiratory disease – chronic, 1974-1977 

 

Folder 9 

Rheumatoid arthritis, 1977-1978 

 

Folder 10 

Rural health, 1969-1970s  

 

Folder 11 

Screening, 1976-1977 
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Folder 12 

Sex, 1970s-1980s 

 

Folder 13 

Smoking, 1970s-1980s, including: 

 American Cancer Society, World Smoking and Health, Spring 1979  

 U.S. Department of Health, A Physician Talks about Smoking, Jul 1971 

 

Folder 14 

Social welfare, 1970s-1980s 

 

Folder 15 

Sociology, 1970s-1980s 

 

Folder 16 

Sports medicine, Nov 1976 

 

Folder 17 

Stroke, 1980 

 

Folder 18 

Sugar industry, 1972 

 

Folder 19 

Surgery, 1970s-1980s 

 

Folder 20 

Taxation, 1970s-1980s 

 

Folder 21 

Venereal disease, 1970s-1980s 

 

Folder 22 

Violence, 1970s-1980s 
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Folder 23 

Vitamins, 1979-1982 

 

Folder 24 

War, military, arms, 1970s-1980s 

 

Folder 25 

Water, nd 

 

Folder 26 

Women – status, 1970s-1980s, including National Youth Council of Australia, If I Was a Lady and 
Other Picture Stories, 1975, 32 p 

 

Folder 27 

Youth, 1970s-1980s 

 

Folder 28 

Miscellaneous, 1970s-1980s 

 

Box 16 

New collection of files 

Files are mostly from the 1950s and 1960s. They are listed alphanumerically. The range is AA1-
WB1. The index appears to be incomplete. 

 

Folder 1 

Reference for files, nd, 20 p  

Note for Professor Gordon, 14 Feb 1969, 1 p 

 

Folder 2 

Accidents  

 

Folder 3 

Accidents 
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Box 17 

Folder 1 

Antibiotics 

Alcohol and alcoholism 
Anaemia  

Aboriginals [sic]  

Anthropology 

Arsenic 

 

Folder 2 

Articles (my own in M.J.A. etc.) [includes Fundamental Objectives of Health Care in Australia by 
Douglas Gordon]  

Artificial limbs 

Asbestosis  

Australia  

Bathurst Island 

BMA 

Benzol 

Benzene 

Beryllium 

Communicable disease 

Child Development 

 

Box 18 

Folder 1 

Child development 

Cardiac Disease 

Cortisone 

Consolidated Zinc Corporation Group 

Cancer 

Community medicine 

Compressed air 

Compensation 

[Cities Tomorrow] 

Deafness 
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Douglas Gordon, ‘Medical descendants of Benjamin Gilmore Wilson’, Oct 1977, 3 p [Benjamin 
Gilmore Wilson arrived in Brisbane in 1858 as both doctor and minister. 23 of his descendants 
entered the medical profession.] 

Douglas Gordon, ‘Interviews with Dr. Mervyn Stuart Patterson at Buderim 1977’, 31 Oct 1977, 12 p 

Douglas Gordon, ‘Neville G. Sutton: preamble to videotaped interview with him on 27th April 1978’, 
3 p 

Douglas Gordon, discussion of his interview with Neville G. Sutton, 30 Apr 1978, 3 p 

Douglas Gordon, questions posed during the interview with Neville G. Sutton and notes on his 
replies, Apr 1978, 16 p 

Letter from Prof. Alec Baldwin to Douglas Gordon, re: the Australian Institute of Tropical Medicine, 
31 Dec 1969, 12 p [handwritten] 

Letter from Dorothy M. Sear to Bill [?], re: her father Francis Henry Vivian Voss, with a 2 p account 
of his life [note added by Douglas Gordon, 24 Jul 1982] 

Obituary of Francis Henry Vivian Voss [source unknown], 31 Mar 1940, 2 p 

Obituary of Francis Henry Vivian Voss, The Medical Journal of Australia, 13 Apr 1940, pp530-532 

 

Material on Leslie John Jarvis Nye (1891-1976) 

Dr. Nye was born in Rockhampton and attended Sydney University. He served in the armed forces 
as a doctor during World War I, and was superintendent of Atherton Hospital (1918-1926). In 1928 
he settled in Brisbane, and in 1930 opened the Brisbane Clinic. He pioneered research into lead 
poisoning and aided in the banning of lead paint. A prolific writer, he published works on medical 
and philosophical themes. Dr. Nye was a proponent of euthanasia and ended his own life in 1976, 
aged 84. 
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Sister L.A. Hardcastle, ‘Monograph on Dr. L.J.J. Nye’, edited by W. Curtis Atkinson with an 
introduction, nd, 41 p 

Dr. James Bogle, ‘Testimony of Dr. J. Bogle of Southport’, Feb 1961, 5 p with covering note to 
Sister Hardcastle [biographical note and reminiscences of Dr. Nye] 

Letter to Dr. Nye from Bernard Schaffer re: the University of Queensland Senate, 23 Nov 1962, 1 p 
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Letter to Dr. Nye from the Chairman, Committee of Management, Brisbane Clinic, on his 
retirement, 25 Sep 1962, 1 p 
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Advertising flyer for Whither Away?, a book published in 1934 by Dr. Nye and John Bostock 

Letter from Douglas Gordon to Edwin C. Webb, recommending Dr. Nye for an honorary degree, 13 
Apr 1972, 2 p 

Letter from Edwin C. Webb to Douglas Gordon, asking him to submit a request to the Professorial 
Board re: the honorary degree, 27 Apr 1972, 1 p 

Letter from Dr. Nye to Douglas Gordon, 15 May 1974, 1 p 

Leslie John Jarvis Nye, ‘Thoughts on Child Endowment’, nd, 1 p [carbon copy] 

Letter from Dr. Nye to Senator J.L. Cavanagh, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, 4 Dec 1973, 1 p 
[carbon copy] 

W.A. Nye, ‘Australia Has a Racial Problem’, Queensland Country Life, 23 Nov 1967, 1 p with 
handwritten note 

Douglas Gordon, notes on Dr. Nye, 25-27 July 1982, 2 p [handwritten] 

Letter from Zelman Cowan to Dr. Nye, informing him of his honorary degree, 6 Oct 1972, 1 p 

Bibliography: ‘Publications by Dr. L.J.J. Nye’, nd, 4 p 

Douglas Gordon, notes on an interview with Dr. Nye, 24 Aug 1970, 7 p [handwritten] 

Letter from Douglas Gordon and Eric Saint to the Registrar, University of Queensland, 
recommending Dr. Nye for an honorary degree, 26 Jun 1972, 11p 

Newspaper clipping: ‘A Popular Send-off: Farewell to Dr. L.J.J. Nye’, nd, 3 p [account from local 
Atherton newspaper of Dr. Nye’s move to Brisbane in 1928] 
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Leslie John Jarvis Nye, The Challenge Ahead, E.S. Meyers Memorial Lecture, nd, 43 p 

Leslie John Jarvis Nye and John Bostock, Basic International, nd, 12 p [proposal for a new 
international language] 

Leslie John Jarvis Nye, Chronic Nephritis and Lead Poisoning (Sydney: Angus & Robertson, 
1933), 145 p 

 

 

 


